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grafting, Treasury-raiding schemes of corrupt northerners. The south-
ern delegates could use the idea of an honest platform and an honest
candidate very effectively against Douglas and squatter sovereignty.
These emotions combined to stimulate one of the strongest of south-
ern drives, the sense of honor. The southern delegates could not in
honor connive in another deception like that of 1856 nor support the
man who advocated it. Besides, parties in the free states were becoming
too much like patronage lotteries; the objects of victory were the spoils,
and these northern Democrats were careless of the means used to secure
them. It was pleasing to southern delegates to think themselves more
concerned with principles. At any rate, having no man, they were going
to fight for principle. It would be a convenient and potent weapon
with which to slay the treacherous Douglas. Thus emotionally equipped
for battle, the southern delegates journeyed to the shrine of southernism,
Charleston.
Their fellows from the Northwest came into this strange environ-
ment in a new mood, for they were in even more desperate straits.
They fully believed, and it was probably true, that their only hope of
political survival was Douglas. He alone could carry any of their states.
If they lost this election they were through, so they thought. They also
nursed a sense of grievance. The chief weapon their Republican ad-
versaries had against them was the charge that they were vassals of
the South, "doughfaces," who at the command of southern slave drivers
sacrificed the growing variety of northern interests. They were holding
back progress at the command of the backward and sin-ridden South.
These western delegates demanded that their southern colleagues recog-
nize the desperate position which confronted them and grant them
the one candidate and the only platform that presented a chance of
victory. Their real distress and the difficulties which they faced probably
were understood by Douglas's senatorial enemies; but the zeal of those
enemies for their rival's destruction gave them no wish to impart their
understanding to their satellites at Charleston. Southern Democrats
at the convention gave no evidence of comprehending the predicament
of the northwestern wing.
A third group, the eastern Democrats, came from the "rotten bor-
oughs." The possibility of victory in any of them was slight. In the three